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Students who do not have a scheduled Taster Lesson will be in the Sixth Form Study Centre to begin work on their x5 

Transition Goals Summer Challenge. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taster Lessons - Timetable 
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Making the Transition from Key Stage 4 to 5 
 

Sixth Form differs significantly from GCSE; you will focus on fewer subjects, but study them in much greater depth. 

There is a heightened emphasis on research in the Sixth Form, requiring you to read longer, more detailed, and 

complex materials compared to GCSE. Therefore, it is crucial to develop strong active reading skills, as reading forms 

the foundation for discussions, completing written assignments, and preparing for exams. 

 

You will not have a full timetable of taught lessons, giving you the opportunity to study independently. While hard 

work is essential for academic success, it is equally important to take breaks, so planning your study time carefully is 

vital. Most students find that by organizing their time well and using their study periods efficiently, they can manage 

their workload effectively. As the year progresses, a productive student should aim to do at least 5 hours of study 

per subject each week, ideally distributing study time equally among all subjects. 

 

10 Essential Study Skills to Support your A-Level Studies 
 

1. Time Management 

Summary: This involves planning your study time effectively, setting up a schedule that allocates specific times for 

each subject, and sticking to it. 

Importance: Good time management helps ensure that you cover all your subjects adequately, avoid last-minute 

cramming, and reduce stress by keeping on top of your workload. 

 

2. Active Reading 

Summary: Active reading means engaging with the text by annotating, highlighting key points, and summarising 

information in your own words. 

Importance: This technique enhances comprehension and retention of complex materials, which are more prevalent 

at the A-Level. 

 

3. Notetaking 

Summary: Effective notetaking involves summarising information from lectures and reading materials in a clear, 

organised manner. 

Importance: Well-organised notes are crucial for review and revision, helping to consolidate knowledge and identify 

key concepts. 

 

4. Research Skills 
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Summary: This involves knowing how to find, evaluate, and use information from various sources, including books, 

journals, and online resources. 

Importance: Research skills are essential for completing assignments and understanding topics in depth. They also 

prepare students for higher education and professional environments. 

 

 5. Critical Thinking 

Summary: Critical thinking means analysing and evaluating information or arguments to form a reasoned judgment. 

Importance: This skill helps students to question assumptions, identify biases, and make well-supported arguments, 

which are crucial for A-Level essays and discussions. 

 

6. Problem-Solving 

Summary: Problem-solving involves identifying problems, generating potential solutions, and selecting the best one. 

Importance: It is essential for subjects like Mathematics and Science, where students need to apply concepts to new 

situations and solve complex problems. 

 

7. Exam Technique 

Summary: This includes understanding the format of exams, practising past papers, and developing strategies for 

answering different types of questions. 

Importance: Good exam techniques can significantly improve performance by helping students manage their time 

effectively and approach questions methodically. 

 

8. Organisation Skills 

Summary: Keeping your study space, notes, and schedule well-organised. 

Importance: Being organised reduces anxiety and allows for more efficient study sessions, ensuring that all materials 

are easily accessible when needed. 

 

9. Collaboration and Communication 

Summary: Working effectively in study groups and communicating clearly with teachers and peers. 

Importance: Collaboration can provide different perspectives and enhance understanding of difficult topics. Effective 

communication skills are also crucial for asking for help and clarifying doubts. 

 

10. Self-Assessment 

Summary: Regularly reviewing your own work and progress to identify strengths and areas for improvement. 

Importance: Self-assessment helps you to stay on track with your goals and make necessary adjustments to your 

study methods. 
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Top Tips from past Sixth Formers 
 

 Utilise your study periods efficiently from September. Create a schedule and stick to it. 

 

 The transition from GCSE to A-Level is challenging, but manageable. 

 

 Take full advantage of every opportunity, as time will fly by! 

 

 Do not hesitate to seek help from your teachers – asking for assistance is important. 

 

 Review and consolidate your knowledge at the end of each day. 

 

 Stay relaxed and believe in your abilities. 

 

 Stay organised and complete tasks promptly. 

 

 Focus on your own progress and do not worry about others. 
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Bridging the Gap: Year 11 into St. Mary’s Sixth Form 

 

Summer Challenge: x5 Transition Goals 

               

Between now and September, we would like you to complete some creative, academic, and alternative 

activities to keep your brain active and eyes open… helping you prepare for the exciting yet challenging Sixth 

Form journey that lies ahead! 

You should be ready to evidence your completed tasks on the first day back - Wednesday 4th September – 

to your subject teachers, Form Tutor, and the wider Sixth Form team. 

 

 

x3 Academic Goals 

 

For your three (intended) A-Level/BTEC subjects, complete the transition tasks that are outlined in the Sixth 

Form Transition Booklet. 

This work will develop both your subject knowledge and skills in each of your Key Stage 5 subjects and help 

ensure you make a confident and successful start to Year 12. 

 

You can access this Transition booklet and the tasks via the link below, or the Sixth Form page on the 

school’s website: 

 

6th Form Transition Booklet - Bridging the Gap - 2024.pdf 

 

 

https://stmaryscs-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/b_noble_stmarys_net/EckCydmh2QBKgppPHSc1ua4B5-Y-TEnoU49zxY86UNOshg?e=nCqVza
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x1 Personal Growth Goal 

 

Developing your ‘super curricular’ engagement is a key skill for Sixth Form students… i.e. proving that you 

have a thirst for academic growth outside of the course content for your three A-Level/BTEC subjects. Super 

Curricular learning also showcases your ability to be an independent learner, another key skill necessary for 

success in sixth Form… and a key attribute that any post-18 institution (e.g. universities, apprenticeship 

providers, etc.) will be expecting to see. 

To help prepare you for this important aspect of Sixth Form life, you are asked to complete a free online 

course, enter a competition, etc. that enriches a particular passion you may have and develops your wider 

understanding. 

Below are some links to get you started… or feel free to explore some other avenues. 

 

The Open University: 

https://www.open.edu/openlearn/free-courses/full-catalogue 

 

National Geographic: 

https://education.nationalgeographic.org/ 

 

Coursera: 

https://www.coursera.org/courses?query=free 

 

TEDEd: 

https://ed.ted.com/lessons?direction=desc&sort=featured-position&user_by_click=student 

 

Competitions for Students: 

https://studentcompetitions.com/competitions-for-students/ 

 

 

x1 Community Goal 

 

A sense of community – i.e. a commitment to be supportive and respectful of others – in a central 
aspect to everyday life at St Mary’s Sixth Form. 

We would like to see a photograph or testimony that showcases your community spirit in action… this 
could be a form of volunteering in your local community, helping at home (e.g. helping sibling with 
schoolwork, mowing the lawn, cooking dinner for the family), etc.  

https://www.open.edu/openlearn/free-courses/full-catalogue
https://education.nationalgeographic.org/
https://www.coursera.org/courses?query=free
https://ed.ted.com/lessons?direction=desc&sort=featured-position&user_by_click=student
https://studentcompetitions.com/competitions-for-students/
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St Mary’s Sixth Form: Home-School Agreement 

 

At the start of Year 12, you and your parents will be required to sign an important contract that clearly outlines the 

high expectations of standards and behaviour that you will be expected to adhere to. 
Membership of the St Mary’s Catholic School Sixth Form is conditional upon acceptance and following of these 

regulations. 

Please familiarise yourself in advance with this contract to ensure you are able to consistently meet these 

expectations:   

 Students must attend all timetabled lessons, arriving punctually and with all necessary equipment and materials.  

 Students must behave appropriately in all lessons ensuring the most favourable environment for learning.  

 Punctual attendance at daily morning registration/assembly is compulsory and students are expected to 

participate actively in tutor group activities and responsibilities.  

 Students are expected to actively partake in co-curricular activities as well as involve themselves fully within the 

wider school community such as leading tours and assisting with events (e.g. Open Evenings).  

 Students are expected to check and, where appropriate, respond to their Teams and school email accounts at least 

once every day.  

 Students must strive to do their best in class work, homework, wider research, and private study. At least five 

hours of private study per subject per week is expected.  

 To progress into Year 13, students must continue with a minimum of three A Levels, having made sustained 

progress throughout Year 12. Monitoring throughout the year of academic progress, attitude to learning, attendance 

and behaviour will be followed up carefully, and a student’s place may be withdrawn if the student is, by reason of 

their conduct, behaviour, or progress, unwilling or unable to engage appropriately with the educational 

opportunities offered at St Mary’s. All students are expected to be tracking at a minimum of three ‘D’ grades by the 

end of Year 12.  

 Students may only leave the premises at lunchtime if prior authorisation has been given by a member of the Sixth 

Form team. The must stay on site at all other times.  

 Any student leaving the school site for any reason must sign out and sign in on their return. This is a legal 

obligation.  

 As part of the school uniform all students must always wear their lanyards when on site. 

  When seeking absence from school, students must ensure they have followed the correct procedures – in a timely 

manner – as outlined in the school’s Attendance protocol.  

 All students must adhere to the Sixth Form Dress Code at all times.  

 All students must abide by the conditions of the ICT Code of Conduct.  
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 Should a student request any alteration to the exam/exam component after the entries have been made, the 

school reserves the right to require a parent or carer to pay the requisite exam fees.  

 Students are encouraged to participate actively in the wider life of the Sixth Form and the school, to be a positive 

role model, and to uphold the school’s ethos at all times. Students must always behave in a courteous and adult 

manner.  

 

I hereby confirm that I have read and understood the Sixth Form Home School Agreement, and that I accept its 

conditions. If I do not fulfil the expectations indicated, one or more of the following sanctions to be applied: a verbal 

warning; a letter to my parent or carer, which may include a request to attend a formal meeting; being placed ‘on 

report’; withdrawal of privileges; withdrawal from a course; withdrawal of entry for my examinations; exclusion from 

the Sixth Form for a specified period; permanent exclusion from the Sixth Form. 

 

SIGNED (Student): ............................................................................................................................ 

 

Print Name: ...................................................................................................................................... 

 

SIGNED (Parent or Carer): ................................................................................................................ 

 

Print Name: ...................................................................................................................................... 
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Sixth Form Dress Code 

 
The way you present yourself is important to the school and first impressions count.  
 
We expect Sixth Form students to always be smart and well-presented in a modest and professional business-like 
manner, the following are a summary of the dress code to ensure openness and transparency of expectations as they 
apply to Sixth Form: 
 
If uncertain, please clarify the suitability of items of clothing and style with the Director of Sixth Form.  
 
Students who are dressed in an undignified manner and/or are in breach of the dress code will be sent home to 
return to school after they have changed into appropriate wear. 
 
 
 
Gentlemen 
 

 A suit with a shirt and tie. 
 Top button on shirts must be fastened. 
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Ladies 
 

 A suit jacket with trousers or formal skirt (knee-length), all of which should look like they come from a suit 
though not necessarily the same suit. Colours should be suitably sober.  

 Discreet jewellery and make up. 
 Skirts must be knee length and appropriate material i.e. non-clingy and not figure hugging. 
 Tailored formalwear trousers (skin-tight trousers/leggings/jeans etc. are not allowed as they are 

unprofessional). 
 Blouses/shirts must be plain (or subtly patterned): should have sleeves and be of an opaque material.  
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Use of Mobile Telephones and Headphones  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ready for Learning: bringing the correct Equipment 
 
E 
quipment Students should come to school fully equipped for the day ahead. This means bringing a selection of 
stationery, their diary (electronic or hardcopy) and any other subject-appropriate equipment, e.g. textbooks, folders, 
scientific calculator, overall for Art or Technology. We would recommend that one large lever arch folder per subject 
is kept at home and that students bring one weekly folder to school to hold notes and materials for all subjects. 
These can then be filed appropriately at the end of each week. Books supplied by the school are the responsibility of 
the student to whom they are loaned and should be kept in good condition. Students who lose books may incur the 
cost of replacing them. Bags should be robust and big enough to minimise damage to books. 

 

 

Ensuring effective use of your Study Periods 
 
 
Students will have a number of Study Periods when they do not have timetabled lessons and they are expected to 
use these effectively. Year 12 and 13 students have a designated space for their supervised study and must register 
with their Year Manager at the beginning of each supervised study period. 
 
The Sixth Form study areas operate a policy of silent independent study or quiet working in groups (maximum of 4) is 
permitted, at the discretion of the Year Manager. 
 
 
 
 

 



   

 

  16 

 

 
 

Sixth Form Attendance Protocol 
 

Rationale: 
 
At St. Mary’s we believe that young people cannot learn if they are absent from school. Therefore, we aim to 

ensure that all our students take full advantage of the educational opportunities available to them by promoting 

high levels of attendance and punctuality of our pupils.  

 

 

Aims and Expectations 
 

 To demonstrate that improving attendance is everyone’s business and embed a ‘support first’ approach. 

 To develop and maintain a whole school culture that promotes the benefits of good attendance and is an integral 

part of the school’s ethos. 

 To work with pupils and parents to remove any barriers to attendance by building strong and trusting relationships.   

 

Attendance Targets 
 

 To keep whole school attendance above 96%. 
 

Attendance:  

Full and punctual attendance to lessons and registration is expected. Any absence must be authorised by the school. 

When a student develops a pattern of absences or a known absence is longer than expected, the school will try to 

resolve the problem with the parent.  

The Government considers that students with an attendance of less than 90% are deemed to be persistently absent 

from school. This figure has been set following academic research that proves persistent absence has a direct link to 

poorer life chances.  

We, as a school, will be working to ensure that all of our students will be achieving a high level of attendance, and ask 

for your support in this matter.  

St Mary’s Sixth Form operates a levelled sanctions structure, as set out in the Sixth Form Home-School Agreement. 

Significant or persistent low attendance forms an important aspect of this levelled sanctions structure: 

Level 1 – Formal written warning  

Level 2 – Second written warning which the school reserves the right to refer to this in future academic or job 

references.  

Level 3 – Final written warning (usually coupled with parental meeting). The school will use this in future academic or 

job references.  

Level 4 – Withdrawal of Sixth Form place 

If a pupil has been absent continuously for at least 20 school days with unauthorised absences, we will assume the 

young person has left St Mary’s Sixth Form and they will no longer be a member of St Mary’s Sixth Form.  
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All holidays taken during term-time will be unauthorised unless there are exceptional circumstances that have been 

discussed and agreed with the school.  

 

Punctuality:  

The school site opens from 8:15am for students. Students arriving late to registration (after 8.40am) will be marked 

late by their Form Tutor. Weekly school sanctions are in place for students with poor punctuality. 

If students miss a registration and arrive after 8:55am they must sign in using the terminal in the Student Hub.  

 

Requesting permission for planned absence: 

Requests for medical appointments, driving tests, University/College visits, etc. need to be submitted at least 48 

hours in advance, and must be accompanied by evidence of the appointment (e.g. screenshot) for the absence to 

be authorised. 

Please submit your request to your child’s relevant Year Manager:  

c.ribeiro@stmarys.net (Year 12) 

p.harritt@stmarys.net (Year 13) 

Please note the school does not allow for students to miss parts of the school day for driving lessons.  

Reporting absence on the day: 

Any student absence, whatever the reason, must be reported by 9.30am on each morning of absence, by a 

parent/carer by calling the school absence line (01279654901 Option 1) or by email to the relevant Year Manager: 

c.ribeiro@stmarys.net (Year 12) 

p.harritt@stmarys.net (Year 13) 

Please give a detailed description of the reason for absence, name of the person leaving the message and a contact 

telephone number. 

Brief reasons such as ill, poorly or unwell will be marked as an unauthorised absence. 

Only the school can authorise an absence. An explanation given by a parent/carer is not always sufficient for the school 

to authorise it.  

If a child’s absence has not been reported by 9:00am, it will not be authorised. In line with the school’s safeguarding 

procedures, truancy calls will be sent on a recurring basis to the legal guardian of the child until the absence is 

contextualised. 

Signing Out:  

Signing out is done using the sign in/out screen in the Student Hub.  

Any student needing to leave during the school day (e.g. for an appointment) must have already received 

authorisation following school protocols (see above) 

mailto:c.ribeiro@stmarys.net
mailto:p.harritt@stmarys.net
mailto:c.ribeiro@stmarys.net
mailto:p.harritt@stmarys.net
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Students without an authorised mark on their register will not be allowed off site until contact has been made with a 

parent/carer.  

A privilege St Mary’s Sixth Form students enjoy is the opportunity to go off-site during lunchtime. Students must sign 

out when they leave the school site for lunch, and sign back in (at the Student Hub).   

Please note: this is a privilege, not a right. The school reserve the right to revoke this privilege should a student 

abuse it (e.g. returning late to afternoon lessons, etc.) 
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NB: Students do not attend school on INSET days 
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